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Literature of the Fantastic: Queer Class Politics in Speculative Fiction

To introduce students to speculative fiction and historicized reconsiderations
of the genre that engage critical race theory, cold war knowledge production
and value systems, and neoliberal realism.

Fantastic literature is usually understood to be set in a post-Enlightenment
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realist world while disrupting the familiar sense of its reality. We will explore
speculative gothic and science fiction texts that use fantastic elements to
challenge or imagine alternatives to the construction of the possible and the
impossible. We will look at how fantastic cultural texts pose these challenges
as they foreground classed power relations in the representation of race and
sexuality.Assignments: Students write weekly responses, do 1-2 oral
presentations, and write one midterm and one final paper.
The weekly response is a short (1-2 pages) analysis of the treatment or
representation of a relevant issue in the assigned text. The issue will be
assigned with the reading for the week. The response should never be a
general description of the text, but your own focused engagement with it. |
want to see how you read the text, bringing your own knowledge to bear on it
while also making use of the material introduced and discussed in class.
The presentations on theoretical texts will present the main thesis and
argument and place this within the concerns of the seminar by reading key
passages and explicating them, making connections to related issues in other
texts we have covered, and bringing up thoughtful questions for the class to
discuss. Presentations on cultural texts should provide an analysis of the text
by engaging the theoretical frameworks from previous readings. The task is
not to apply the theory to the literature but to see how the literary and
theoretical texts can be made to speak to each other, and what useful insights
might emerge from their combination. Presentations should take
approximately 40-50 minutes (or the first hour of the seminar, not including
discussion of the questions).
Papers: The midterm paper will be on an assigned topic covering the readings
from the first unit of the course. The final paper topics will be proposed by
students, preferably drawing on the work they have done after the midterm.
Papers should show what students have learned over the course of the
seminar, and their own thinking on the materials.

Course reader.
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