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Cultural Politics of AIDS

This course aims to train students to think critically about the politics of health
in general and that of AIDS in particular. Through exploring a wide selection of
interdisciplinary texts covering the fields of cultural studies, anthropology,
gender/sexuality and critical public health, this course hopes to enable
students to develop a critical and historical perspective on how the so-called
‘health-enabling’ environment was made within the context of Global AIDS
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epidemic and how it can be better remade to meet the challenge of AIDS. It is
hoped that through classroom discussions students can cultivate the capacity
for self-reflective practices to situate themselves within such an environment,
where the stigma attached to AIDS continues to persist around everyday
practices of intimacy, pleasure, and self-care.
This inter-disciplinary course deals with some of the most pressing
politicaland ethical issues that have emerged in the field of AIDS as the global
epidemic enters its third decade. In mapping out the socio-political landscape

of AIDS, this course will attend to the materiality of AIDS as enacted by

il biomedical interventions, research methods and a wide range of

. social technologies. The interaction of these historically contingent elements

W and the dynamics it

?—1\\
produces enable one to further examine broader questions relating to illness,
stigma, clinical practices, bioethics, the rhetoric of human rights and
governance as multiple effects of contemporary
biopower.
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