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Seminar on Feminisms
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¥z Two feminist analytics of the latter half of the twentieth century will help focus
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=i our readings and discussion this semester of key feminist texts on family,

A marriage, state, and sex in English. We will begin with “housewifization” (Maria

= Mies) and read A. Kollontai, E. Goldman, B. Friedan, C. MacKinnon, and G.
Rubin through this analytic lens. We will explore “housewifization” as historical
process in relation to specific configurations and histories of marriage,
prostitution, femininity, division of labor, sex and gender, race and class
intersections and differentiations. “Continuum” (F. Engels, P. Kotiswaran, K.
McMahon, A. Rich, N. Ding) is our second key word, as well as a way of
thinking diachronic and synchronic relations among women. We will trace the
divergent and agonistic uses of these words in different thought and writings,
and explore their implications for a renewed understanding of each or both in
contemporary contexts.
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{‘i/ 1. Kollontai, Goldman, Friedan, Rubin, MacKinnon, Mies

” 2. Engels, Rich, Federici, Fortunati, Kotiswaran

T; 3. Gilman, Morrison, Ferrante, Hsiao Sa, Li Hui Chuan
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" Reading journals (30%)

Essay 1, 3-5 A4 pages (30%)

Eé Essay 2, 7-10 A4 pages (40%)
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