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Survey of Literary/Cultural Theories Il

As a survey, the goal of this course is to provide a general introduction to the
field of contemporary literary and cultural theory. We will not study any author
or work in depth, but we will build up a critical vocabulary that can support
more advanced and specialized studies.

This course focuses on the relationship of literature and culture to the history
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= of liberal humanism. We will read theoretical and cultural texts together,

A exploring constitutive categories of liberal thought such as property,

w happiness, freedom, intimacy, law, incarceration, progress, transparency,
rights. These categories are both ensconced in and troubled by the canons, as
well as other less institutionalized cultural forms. We will focus on texts that
synthetically draw on Marxism, critical race studies, postcolonial studies,
feminism, queer and trans studies. Requirements include weekly reading
responses on assigned topics, oral presentations, and a final paper or project.
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i Oral presentations 20%

i

. Weekly responses 30%

" Final paper/project 50%
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