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Interdisciplinary Seminar StudiesI

Course Title: Transpacific Cold War Divisions of Colonial Modernities

This course seeks to understand the entangled histories of colonialism and
cold war divisions of modernity that grow out of and continue to inform our
modern categorization of humanity, liberalism, democracy and scientific
rationality in postcolonial contemporary societies. We will read a range of case
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studies, historical documents, cultural texts, and political theorizations to
reconfigure the historical complexities of cold war modernity in a transpacific
context. Instead of treating ‘cold war’ as a reified object of study qualified by
empirical categorization of historical and geopolitical entities or aggregates of
historical numbers and statistics, we will approach ‘cold war’ by understanding
it as a set of knowledge production of scientific and medical discourses,
political and economic organizing of social activities, biopolitical governance of
life and labor, as well as cultural imaginary of the human.

Note to the interested undergraduates: this course welcomes the interested
and advanced undergraduates, especially those in their 3rd or 4th year. It is
required for you to contact me and gain my permission to add this course. You
must show up on the first day of the class too. AGEFZEA EER YA = K TUEE 4
A (HVAERBSERGEREETEEFEE - HFS S — SR AN G -

Course Title: Transpacific Cold War Divisions of Colonial Modernities

This course seeks to understand the entangled histories of colonialism and
cold war divisions of modernity that grow out of and continue to inform our
modern categorization of humanity, liberalism, democracy and scientific
rationality in postcolonial contemporary societies. We will read a range of case
studies, historical documents, cultural texts, and political theorizations to
reconfigure the historical complexities of cold war modernity in a transpacific
context. Instead of treating ‘cold war’ as a reified object of study qualified by
empirical categorization of historical and geopolitical entities or aggregates of
historical numbers and statistics, we will approach ‘cold war’ by understanding
it as a set of knowledge production of scientific and medical discourses,
political and economic organizing of social activities, biopolitical governance of
life and labor, as well as cultural imaginary of the human.

Course reader is available at Gaoguan copy shop.
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