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Abstract: Drawing on Michel Foucault’s governmentality, the proposed dissertation will study
the intersection of governmental technologies (i.e., algorithmic gatekeeping, algorithmic policing,
and cyber policing), software designs (mainly social media platforms), and social behavior
(mentalities and rationalities). More precisely, the dissertation will analyze the role of Big Data,
social network designs, user interaction, and user behavior in the transformation of
governmentality in the Philippines. At the same time, it will examine the ramifications of the said
transformation in today’s society. Various governmental technologies employed on different
social networks will also be examined, as well as the contents generated and circulated in these
environments. An understanding of the mentality and culture of its subject (Filipino social media
users) is critical as it will serve as the guiding thread in analyzing contemporary forms of power,
which produces new modes of subjectification (and also resistance). The proposed dissertation will
also observe activities, interaction, and behavior of social network users. Also, since the proposed
dissertation will focus on the Philippine cyberspace under Rodrigo Duterte, an analysis of the
operation of governmentality will have to be an analysis of Duterte’s “populist” style of political
communication. The study will flesh out the causal mechanisms that make Duterte’s “populist

propaganda” (Vatsov, 2018a, 2018b) thrive in and beyond digital environments.
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